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Two New Teachers on the Block 

Kasandra Green  
<$;;!*)!6/2$'4!1/!/+.!')0D!/>!1#)!<//(%!>./6!B)2 &(&8!5#)!<.$1)%!&%!>/;;/<%g!

7!&6!&'!):-).$)'0)(!5+d+D$!1)&0#).!/> !KR!,)&.%H!&'(!<$;;!*)!6/2$'4!1/!5&'!X&6/'!
E&;$>/.'$&!')&.!1#)!)'(!/>!F+;,!KOOP8!7!D'/<!1#&1!6&',!1)&0#).%!$'!1#$%!&.)&!#&2)!&!>+;;!
%1+($/!/>!%1+()'1%H!%/!7!&6!;)11$'4!,/+!D'/<!$'!&(2&'0)!$'!0&%)!,/+!D'/<!/>!$'1).)%1)(!
%1+()'1%8!7!#&2)!1&+4#1!2$/;$'!&'(!2$/;&!$'!1#)!B)2&(&!E$1,ac.&%%!k&;;),!&.)&!/>!B/.1#).'!
E&;$>/.'$&!>/.!6/%1!/>!6,!;$>)8!7!%1+($)(!1#)!5+d+D$!6)1#/(!($.)01;,!>./6!].8!5+d+D$!$'!F&-&'!
$'!eRRO8!7!&;%/!1)&0#!E);1$0!@$((;)!%1,;)%H!&;/'4!<$1#!5+d+D$!&'(!%1&.1)(!&!%1.$'4!-./4.&6!$'!&!
0#&.1).!%0#//;!>/.!/2).!RO!%1.$'4!%1+()'1%8!7'!&(($1$/'!7!.&$%)(!1</!(&+4#1).%!1#./+4#!1#)!
5+d+D$!6)1#/(H!*/1#!/>!<#/6!.)0)$2)(!>+;;!%0#/;&.%#$-%!1/!%1+(,!6+%$0!$'!0/;;)4)8!V/+!0&'!
.)&0#!6)!/'!6,!0);;!J`e OL!_beQe_P`H!/.!1#./+4#!)6&$;H!D&%&'(.&4.))'U46&$;80/6 8!!

Sarah Almétus 
<$;;!*)!6/2$'4!1/!1#)!]&2$%!&.)&!&'(!<$;;!*)!>/.6$'4!&!-.$2&1)!%1+($/!&%!/>!9+4+%1!KOOP8!5#)!
#&%!):-).$)'0)!$'!1)&0#$'4!&;;!&4)%H!>./6!1#.)) Q,)&. Q/;(%!1#./+4#!#$4#!%0#//;H!&%!<);;!&%!
&(+;1%8!5#)!#/;(%!&!M&%1).!/>!M+%$0!()4.))!$'!k$/;$'!C).>/.6&'0)!<$1#!&'!)6-#&%$%!$'!
5+d+D$!C)(&4/4,!>./6!S&%1!E&./;$'&!A'$2).%$1,!JBELl!I&0#);/.!/>!M+%$0!()4.))!$'!k$/;$'!
C).>/.6&'0)!>./6!I$/;&!A'$2).%$1,!JE9L 8!7'!&(($1$/'H!%#)!<&%!&!5+d+D$!2$/;$'!$'%1.+01/.!$'!
1</!/>![/+%1/'!J"mL!);)6)'1&.,!%0#//;%!&'(!&;%/!6&$'1&$')(!&!-.$2&1)!%1+($/8!5#)!#&%!
-).>/.6)(!<$1#!1#)!G//(;&'(%!5,6-#/',!W.0#)%1.&!J Q/02-/4 L!&'(!<&%!0/'0).16&%1).!/>!
1#)!R82-&689/1,48&S4,T392,-D&;DEC./4D&U9A.32-98H!&6/'4!/1#).%8!7'!KOOb!%#)!j/$')(!1#)!
>&0+;1,!/>![/0#%1)$'!50#//;!/>!M+%$0!&'(!]&'0)!$'!V/A.32-39>&MW&!+++F./A.2-3,4F/95 %F!!

5#)!#&%!-;&,)(!):1)'%$2);,!<$1#!1#)!S&%1!51.$'4!n+&.1)1!<#$0#!%#)!0/ Q>/+'()(!$'!KOOi&'(!
#&%!-).>/.6)(!/'!'+6)./+%!/00&%$/'%!<$1#!W%%$&H!&!')<!6+%$0!)'%)6*;)!&1!1#)!S&%16&'!
50#//;!/>!M+%$08!

7>!,/+!</+;(!;$D)!6/.)!$'>/.6&1$/'!.)4&.($'4!2$/;$'!;)%%/'%!-;)&%)!>));!>.))!1/!0/'1&01!
5&.&#!)$1#).!2$&!)Q6&$;!&1%D$,/D/%U,&#//80/6!/.!*,!-#/')g!J`P`L!biK Q̀KPO!J#/6) L8!!

The Listening Cycle 

A Lesson for Parents and Teachers by Joseph McSpadden (Spring 1992)  

This article 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only 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permission of 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/American 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Journal/, 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1992.The 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is the 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publication of 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Association of 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Americas, PO Box 17310, 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CO 80308.See www.suzukiassociation.org 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subscription 
information 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Joanne Bath Workshop 

Some notes by Joan Ling‐Zwissler 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Some Gems from Joanne Bath’s Talks 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Ed Note: We had the added bonus of a wonderful performance by Joanne and Charles, including 
a Brahms sonata and encore pieces. What a special treat! 

News About New Violin Books 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International Suzuki Guitar Festival 

Celebrating 25 years of the Suzuki approach to the guitar: Frank Longay 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Jacob’s Dancing Tune 

By Conrad Hilberry 

This poem was written for the Bogart family in 
1984 and appeared in “The Suzuki World” in 
the spring of 1985. Dr. Hilberry is Professor 
emeritus at Kalmazoo (MI) College. He has 
published many volumes of poetry including 
several for children.   
 
In the morning  the noises on Wellington Street  

were easy and peaceful: the jogging of feet,  

the hum of a car or a bluejay squawking  

the voices of Mildred and Isabelle talking  

or the bark of a dog on another block.  

But around three thirty or four oÕclock  

came another sound, one you couldnÕt ignoreÑ 

it was more t han a moan and less than a roar.  

Wherever you were you could hear it begin:  

it was Jacob playing his violin.  

Now he was a boy and rather little,  

But that wasnÕt true of the sound of his fiddle.  

A large sound it was  that came out when he 
played, 

it started out large and it didnÕt fade,  

as large a sound as youÕd care to hear-  

though youÕd try to ignore it, it stuck in your ear.  

His Mother said, ÒOh, thatÕs beautiful, Jake.  

You play with such vigor, the music you make  

is so lively and loud, so brash and delightful,  

I could listen contented from now until nightfall.Ó  

But the neighbors did not necessarily share  

her delight in the sounds that crowded the air.  

Mr. Bailey next door put his hand to his ear  

and leaned toward t he sound. ÒWhatÕs that I 
hear? 

ItÕs more than a groan but not quite a snore Ñ 

it might be the cough of a dinosaur.Ó  

Miz Lilly, his wife, who was always polite,  

said, ÒJacob will likely turn out all right.Ó  

I wish heÕd quit fiddling,Ó her husband said 

Òand play in the street like a natural kid.Ó  

But Jake didnÕt quit. He rosined his bow  

and stroked on the G string so loud and so low  

that it moaned like a wind blowing over a bog.  

It raised up the hairs on the back of his dog,  

it rippled the curtains, rattled th e door 

and tipped a small flower pot onto the floor.  

ÒWhat I like,Ó said his Mother, Òyou play like a 
Russian, 

so reckless and rude, so full of emotion.Ó  

But Lucy his sister was not so well pleased.  

ÒHey, Jacob,Ó she said, ÒthereÕs something 
diseased 

inside of your fiddle. I hear it crying Ñ 

a terrible howl Ñit could be dying.  

There must be an animal trapped in there.  

Let me look, See, here is a tuft of his hair,  

his skinny tail and a little pink snout,  
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ÒTake pity, Jacob, let him out!Ó  

 

ÒNever mind,Ó said Jacob. Of course he knew  

that the animal story wasnÕt true  

and the more she complained, the louder he 
played.  

He didnÕt care if his friends came around,  

stood under the window and bayed like a hound.  

(IÕm sorry to say, thatÕs what they did Ñ 

Stephanie, Susan, Walter and Sid.)  

 

One day in July, he was all alone.  

His family, the neighbors, his friends were gone,  

the cat was the only one left to hear  

him tune up his fiddle Ñand the cat didnÕt care.  

He stood on the porch by the scarlet oak  

and played, at first, wit h a rackety stroke  

as if he wanted the world to know  

that he was the fiddler, the boy with the bow.  

But then he remembered his family was gone,  

and his friends and his neighbors Ñhe was alone. 

Really he had no reason to roar,  

with no one to roar at, so he f iddled a bar  

of something more dappled and dizzy than that,  

something youÕd play for yourself or the cat.  

He remembered a sort of a song that a girl  

had whistled one time on the way to school.  

He remembered the girl Ñand part of the tune  

had hung in his head like  a slice of moon 

almost forgotten behind a tree.  

He played at it little by little to see  

if he could remember just how it went.  

He was getting it now Ñhis elbow bent  

to a bluesy beat, and the fiddle  swayed 

to the slippery sound of the tune he played.  

Now the cat, he noticed, was moving  her feet  

in a curious way, keeping the beat,  

they saw their own feet get caught up in the 
dance, 

arms akimbo and legs askance, 

they clacked their heels and  knocked their knees  

till two of their shoes flew up in the tre es. 

 

Now about this time, the Bailey s drove in  

f rom a baseball game or wherever  theyÕd been. 

They were ready to put their keys in the door  

When they noticed a noise they couldnÕt ignore.  

They walked across to investigate,  

listened a minute and thenÉ  too la te!Ñ 

the music got into their ankle bones.  

Miz Lilly said in her charmin g tones, 

ÒI believe some exercise might enhance 

my figure. Excuse me, I think IÕll dance.Ó  

She said all this is a delicate voice  

But the truth of it is, she had no choice.  

EVERYONE danced that afternoon  

when Jacob discovered the  dancing tune.  

When his family drove up in the Chevrolet,  
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when they saw Miz Lilly swing and  sway, 

when they heard young JacobÕs fiddle sing, 

they figured this must be a neighborhood fling,  

so they skipped the que stions, forgot the 
answersÑ 

they got right in and joined the dancers.  

Now everyone hobbled, cavorted, or pranced,  

whatever their age or condition,  they danced.  

Knees collided, socks flew by,  

elbows hung for a while in the sky.  

For a moment their bodies mo ved by chanceÑ 

whatever they did was done by the dance.  

 

And how did it happen, Jacob wondered? 

Was it magic that did it? The tune he 
remembered? 

Or luck and the cat and everyone gone?  

Or his fingers going it on their own,  

playing as they had learned to pl ay 

but doing it better? He couldnÕt say.  

However it was, he fiddled a spell  

that kept them dancing until they fell.  

Then they lay on the lawn, bedraggled, absurd  

their elbows askew, their faces blurred  

but contented. His sister lifted her chin  

on her hands and wondered how to begin:  

ÒJacob,Ó she said, ÒI made a mistake. 

You know that creature, the one thatÕs stuck  

inside your fiddle? HeÕs not diseased  

HeÕs feeling fine. I think heÕs pleased 

to live in there. Now I suggest  

you feed him a biscuit and let h im rest.Ó 

and she turned her head and fell asleep  

right there where she was, in a sort of a heap.  

Jake, seeing them all spread on the grass,  

Said, ÒMusic can put you to sleep, I guess.Ó 

He laid down the bow , which had whistled and 
leapt  

on the strings, and  he stretched himself out and 
slept.  

 

Now whenever the neighbors gathered around.  

and the family is there, and the cat and the 
hound 

and Stephanie, Sidney, Walter and Sue.  

he plays for them all to danceÉ and they do.  
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